Timing of surgery for cerebral aneurysms: a plea for early referral.
Two groups of patients with aneurysmal subarachnoid haemorrhages--111 patients who underwent surgery within three days of haemorrhage, and 203 patients who underwent operations four or more days after the haemorrhage--were compared. No significant differences were found in outcome between the two groups. This indicates that early operation, which has the advantage of minimizing the risk of recurrent haemorrhage, is safe. The importance of the early diagnosis of subarachnoid haemorrhage and of an urgent referral for neurosurgical management is stressed.